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INNER-CITY SPEED LIMITS 
Grievance 

MR J.N. CAREY (Perth — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.36 am]: My grievance today is to the Minister for 
Police; Road Safety. It is about an issue that I am incredibly passionate about and that my community raises with 
me consistently. I doorknock nearly every weekend on a Saturday between 1.00 pm and 5.30 pm. When 
I doorknock, one of the number of issues that are raised with me is speeding on residential streets. As members 
would know, my electorate comprises not only the City of Perth but also the inner-city corridors of Lord Street and 
Charles Street, and also, obviously, Mitchell Freeway. Repeatedly, residents raise concerns about speeding and 
rat-running. It is obvious that people are trying to beat traffic congestion. People are concerned that their streets feel 
unsafe. Parents are concerned about their children playing on the verge or in the front garden because cars are 
speeding by. They do not want to walk or cycle on their local streets. However, it is not just about safety. It is also 
about the community not feeling that their streets are liveable. What is the answer? My community has set up a group 
called “Streets at 40”. I congratulate Geraldine Box and Andrew Main, residents who have been leading the charge. 
They are calling for a trial in the City of Vincent of a speed reduction from 50 kilometres an hour to 40 kilometres an 
hour. The council of the City of Vincent, under the leadership of the mayor, Emma Cole, is also calling for a trial of 
40 kays across all the streets in that area. We want to create a street environment that is comfortable for pedestrians 
and cyclists. We want to create streets that people feel are liveable. We want to create residential streets that are 
shared spaces in which pedestrians and cyclists feel connected and cars are not racing through. 
The safety reasons are obvious. The pedestrian fatality risk at 50 kilometres an hour is more than twice as high as 
the pedestrian fatality risk at 40 kilometres an hour. I refer to a report from the World Resources Institute titled 
“The Need for (Safe) Speed: 4 Surprising Ways Slower Driving Creates better Cities”. The report states that at 
30 kilometres an hour, there is a 10 per cent likelihood of pedestrian or cyclist fatality; at 40 kilometres an hour, 
there is a 30 per cent likelihood of pedestrian or cyclist fatality; and at 50 kilometres an hour, there is an 85 per cent 
likelihood of pedestrian or cyclist fatality. Higher vehicle speeds increase the likelihood that pedestrians or cyclists 
will die in a collision. That just makes sense. Driving at lower speed enables drivers to stop within a shorter 
distance. This is critical. In built-up, dense, inner-city areas in which there is a large number of people, it makes 
sense to have lower speed limits on those residential streets. 
I raised this proposal when I was Mayor of the City of Vincent, and there were some obvious reactions. I want to 
deal with a couple of the rubbish myths that have been put forward against this proposal. The first myth is that 
safer speed limits on residential streets increase travel times. Actually, it is shown that in very built-up areas often 
people never reach the speed limit because of parking, other cars on the road and people on the streets. What is 
more likely to reduce travel times is the frequency of intersections that affect congestion. Evidence around the 
world—for example, France—has shown that the speed limit of 30 kilometres an hour rather than 50 kilometres 
an hour only added 18 seconds to travel time between intersections. I want to put that myth to bed. The second 
myth is that cars are more fuel efficient at higher speeds. Again, that is not proven. In fact, aggressive driving, in 
which people are putting the foot on the accelerator on and off, is a bigger factor in fuel consumption than vehicle 
speed. But when we put this information out, some people go into hysterics because they think that this is somehow 
challenging the right to speed on our local roads. That is absolute nonsense. We are not proposing the major 
corridors—not Charles Street, Lord Street and obviously not the Mitchell Freeway; no-one is suggesting that—
but that on residential streets in the inner-city, built-up areas that it is logical to have a 40 kilometre-an-hour limit. 
A trial is proposed from Walcott Street to Newcastle Street, noting that many parts of the city already have 
40-kilometre-an-hour zones because they are built up. Although we are proposing or suggesting a trial, we will 
need flexibility for Main Roads to make this happen. 
I want to end on this. This is not unique or different. This is being done around the world already and many 
countries are not just going to 40 kilometres an hour, they are going even lower, to 30 kilometres an hour. Sweden, 
Germany and the United Kingdom are all about reducing speeds on local streets. It is not nannyism at all, and I am 
one to cut red tape for small bars and small business wherever we can. This is ultimately a question about our 
vision for the kinds of communities we have and the streets where people live. It is the kind of vision that we want 
for Perth in the future. I know what my residents are telling me. They want streets that are comfortable—where 
people feel they can walk and cycle. They want streets where their kids, like in the old days, could play cricket, 
footy or whatever on the street and not worry about being hit by a car. We want this vision and I am prepared and 
our community is prepared for this vision to be rolled out in the inner-city areas where it is built up and dense. 
I look forward to the minister’s response and Main Roads and the Road Safety Commission getting on board. 
MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Road Safety) [9.43 am]: I thank the member for Perth and for 
his strong advocacy of his electorate, particularly the City of Vincent area. He was of course a former Mayor of 
Vincent and he has always had a very strong focus on liveable communities and great places where people can 
live, work and play. This is a very good initiative; he has raised it with me previously. I have spoken to the Acting 
Road Safety Commissioner about it, and he is also very keen to progress the trial, and I understand that we have 
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organised for the member for Perth to meet with the Acting Road Safety Commissioner next week. I have also had 
correspondence from the now Mayor of Vincent, Emma Cole, and she has advised me that the City of Vincent is 
very supportive of this 40-kilometre-an-hour speed limit trial.  
Interestingly enough, I have a long history in the area of reducing speed limits, and in December 2001, I changed 
the default speed limit in Western Australia from 60 kilometres an hour to 50 kilometres an hour. For a few months, 
there was quite a backlash on that. I got correspondence from people who told me that their cars would stall if they 
had to travel at 50 kilometres an hour or less through their residential streets and through the metropolitan area. 
We introduced it statewide default so that we posted up on those arterial roads and the smaller roads, the residential 
streets, would be 50 kilometres an hour. I think it is too early and certainly not a current proposal to have a default 
limit of 40 kilometres an hour and just post up the other roads. We are getting a push from inner-city areas, 
particularly areas such as the City of Vincent. Indeed, I raised the issue with the Town of Victoria Park when we 
last met, and its people told me that they had some strong feedback from an area around Lathlain, where people 
had been asked as part of a survey what speed limit they would prefer in their local streets. The majority of people 
who responded to that survey said 40 kilometres an hour. As people do not necessarily think it through, the fact of 
the matter is that 40 kilometres an hour is already the speed limit in the CBD of Perth, on Beaufort Street through 
Highgate and on Albany Highway in Victoria Park; the City of Stirling is doing a trial on Main Street, 
Osborne Park; and of course in school zones at peak times. There are already many areas with a focus on pedestrian 
areas that are 40 kilometres an hour. I noted with interest, just within the last week, that New South Wales is rolling 
out on quite a large-scale 40-kilometres-an-hour zone for heavily pedestrianised areas. 
Community attitudes to speeding have changed considerably over the last decade or so. There is a wider 
understanding that if a pedestrian, cyclist or vulnerable road user is hit by somebody travelling at 50 kilometres or 
60 kilometres an hour, the chance of their survival is not good—and the lower the speed impact is with a pedestrian 
or a cyclist, the better chance they have of surviving, hopefully only getting minor injuries. It is not just a matter 
of people being able to potentially stop more quickly if they are moving at a slower speed and hopefully avoid 
a collision; it is also a matter of the damage that is done to somebody if they are hit. Equally importantly, this is 
not just about road safety. I think the movement here is that people are thinking about their community, especially 
in denser living areas. We have seen an increase in density in inner-city areas in particular, where people are living 
closer together, there are more unit developments, and there are children, pets and all kinds of people trying to 
enjoy the community and have a great space to live and play. Nobody wants to have hoons going down their street. 
They do not want people cutting through their residential street, whizzing by at 50, 60, or 70 kays an hour or more. 
They are realising more and more that it is not much of an imposition to travel just 10 kays an hour more slowly 
as they exit their own home and get onto that arterial road or the freeway. 
This is a great initiative. It is so good to have such a progressive member as we have in the member for Perth — 
Mr R.H. Cook: Passionate! 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Passionate and progressive. The City of Vincent has shown over the years, under his 
leadership and other leadership, that it is not just progressive, but very responsive to community needs. I do not 
think it is something that we would even contemplate rolling out carte blanche across the metropolitan area, for 
example, at this stage, but it is worth thinking about. If I can assist the City of Vincent, for example, to get a trial 
happening there, that is what I would like to do. I think we can learn from that experience. We can see how it 
works out. It may well be that if this is embraced after a trial by the City of Vincent, people in neighbouring 
councils, particularly in areas such as Victoria Park and Subiaco, will ask why they cannot have 40-kay speed 
limits on their local streets too. I think it is important to get it right. Considerable consultation will be needed as 
part of this. I congratulate the member for Perth for taking this initiative. I also thank the City of Vincent for its 
support as well. I think this will be a really worthwhile thing to do. As we see urban densities increase, particularly 
in those urban areas that are heavily used by pedestrians, people who want a high-quality life can potentially 
significantly benefit from this. 
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